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produced a fresh note announcing the rupture of diplomatic relations and the immediate departure of himself and his staff. Two days later (July 28) Austria declared war upon Serbia. The menace to the general peace was now clear to all the world, for it was impossible to suppose the Austrians unaware that they were throwing a challenge to Russia which it would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, for her to decline.
British Action
In these dangerous circumstances the British Government considered that the best service it could render was to endeavour the process of conciliation which had served \ through the Ambassadors' Conference of the ^cordingly, on the day after the Austrian N   c:~ Edward Grey proposed mediation ?owers, Germany, France, Italy and ^^ to urge it for the next three days, ill Sir Edward's proposals on with Serbia was a matter with and that if Russia intervened ^ntirely hers.    Lord Grey has to despair by the refusal of the >n for peace," but the truth was
___.jaitted to support Austria in any
and that the General Staffs of both :h they believed to be infallible ways ation against them, if only they were , and were not tangled up in dilatory x-plan was that invented by a former >ta£f, Count Schlieffen—the plan for te of fortresses on the French eastern Dugh Belgium and descending in a id it depended on getting into action ould mobilize. To Germans and vas imperative to move swiftly from threatened, and correspondingly to was a necessity to accelerate Russian sfeat the main assumption on which
